
COURSE CODE: 8th Grade Language Arts 

Instructor: Rick Gibbs  2019-2020 
Email: rgibbs@msd134.org Monday-Friday 
Phone: (208) 585-3251   Ext. 4070                                                                       Credit hours: 1 Trimester 
Credit  
  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Using the primary curriculum from the literary digital textbook, Studysync, 
(McGraw-hill), students will begin the year looking at the big picture of “Suspense” and what attracts us to 
stories of suspense. The second unit is centered on a “Moral Compass”; students will explore how life 
experiences shape our values.  Literary focus in Unit 1 & 2 will be narrative.  Both units will involve 
reading, short stories,  poems, essays and informational text.  In the first trimester the writing focus will 
on narrative text analysis,  and in the second trimester the focus will be on writing an informational 
essay, as well as leading into an argument.  Other unit themes include In Time of War, and The Civil War. 
This course is aligned to Common Core Standards. 
 
PREREQUISITES/COREQUISITES: No prerequisites required. 
 
OBJECTIVES: As a result of this course, you will be able to: 

● Analyze what it means for people to face challenges fearlessly. 
● Synthesize how failing in an attempt is part of the challenge. 
● Discuss why things in life not always how we perceive them to be. 
● Analyze how a single action can  dramatically change a person’s perception. 
● Write reflective and supporting response to literary questions using the ACES method 

A-answer, C-cite, E- explain, S-summarize 
● Understand the concept (internal and end) citation within a written text. 
● Recognize and use figurative elements within a literary text. 
● Review and introduce basic age appropriate grammatical concepts 
● Write and present an “Informational” essay based on research. 
● Write an “Argumentative” essay. 

 
OTHER TEXT: Other supplemental text will include text articles and information from Junior Scholastic 
Magazine and a Studysync consumable workbook with corresponding text to the units from the 
Studysync Literature textbook. 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL and COMMUNICATION RESOURCES:  
 
Email is the best way to communicate with me regarding specfics about assignments or behavior. 
 
2019-2020 Google Classroom will be your go to place for Calendar updates, announcements, handouts 
and resources from class.  
 
Trimester 1 Join Codes: Period 2 L.A. - 7zukua  

Period 3 L.A. - 5li0y0   (it’s a zero) 

Period 4 L.A. - f0hscpb   (it’s a zero) 

Period 5 L.A. - V8s62t  
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Period 6 L.A. -or38ne 

 
 
 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY:  If a student is absent please contact the office to let me know.  

Students who arrive at school after the first tardy bell should report to the main office to sign in.  

Students are allowed nine (6) absences per class period during the trimester.  

Students who receive ten (10) absences in any class will lose credit unless cleared by the attendance 
office as extraordinary within five (5) days of the absence. Verbal communication must come from a 
parent/guardian within 48 hours of the absence to prevent truancy 

The following absences count against a student’s total of nine (9) absences: In-School Suspension (I), Out 
of School Suspension (O), Truancy (R), Unverified (A), Verified (E), Unexcused (U) 

 

MAKE-UP WORK 

After an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to communicate with the teacher for make-up work. 
They are to check google classroom first, as all daily agendas and objectives can be found there. 
Handouts and worksheets will also be uploaded on google classroom.  The student must complete and 
turn in work within a reasonable time in accordance with the teacher’s late work policy. 

 

TARDIES 

Students are considered tardy if not in their assigned classrooms when the tardy bell rings. Tardies 
accrue on a semester basis. The tardy policy incorporates the following: 

 First Tardy -- Teacher warns student 
Second Tardy -- Teacher warns student  
3 + Tardies -- Student assigned to designated detentions assigned by office administration 
 
COMMUNICATION:  If you have a question you can reach me by phone (585-3251 ext. 4070), email, and 
even google classroom. I will answer emails within 24 hours.  Email is preferred. 

Skyward is where you will find the grades for students. (*Note: you can set Skyward up to email you 
progress reports and missing assignments so you don’t have to go into Skyward to find out how you are 
doing) 
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 I will try to have all grades updated and in the gradebook no later than midnight on Sundays.   I will also 
meet with students one-on-one, on a regular basis to discuss how he or she is doing in class.  

 
CELL PHONES, COMPUTERS, AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Cell phones are not to be used in the 
classroom, unless specifically instructed by the teacher for a particular class assignment.  Please note 
that misuse of this privilege will result in a verbal warning the first time, loss of phone for the class 
period the 2nd time, and if a 3rd time should occur, parents will be notified.  A 4th violation will result in 
the cell phone not being allowed in the classroom or student must turn it in upon walking into the room. 
I do not allow texting or playing games on phones/electronic devices.  
 
FOOD AND DRINK: No food or drinks are allowed in the classroom with the exception of a water bottle. 
Snacks are ok as long as they are small and not a distraction. The water bottle must have a spill proof lid. 
Please arrange with the teacher individually if snacks are needed for health / medical situations. 
 
 
GRADING: To determine your final grade in the course, I will calculate your percentage by dividing your 
total earned points by the total points possible. 90% of the grade is from unit tests and assignments 
during the semester. 10% of the final grade is from the EOC. These will be converted to letter grades as 
follows:  
 

90-100% = A      80-89% = B     70 -79% = C      60-69% = D      < 59% = F 
 

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION: Some assignments will be turned in via hardcopy in the turn in box and 
some assignments will be submitted electronically. 

LATE WORK: Students are allowed to turn in late work up to 2 weeks after the due date or end of the 
unit, whichever comes first.  If the assignment is not turned in during that allowed time period, the 
student will receive a zero (0) on the assignment, or until student arranges to complete work for 
reduced points.  As long as a reasonable effort has been made, incomplete work would result in a grade 
no lower than 50% 

RESUBMISSIONS:  

I allow students to redo assignments for an improved grade.  I also allow students to redo quizzes/tests. 
To redo a test students must schedule a time with me to retake the test.  I do not allow retakes on open 
note tests or projects.  

PLAGIARISM/ACADEMIC OFFENSES: If a student is caught plagiarizing or cheating they will be required 
to do the assignment again from the beginning and parents will be notified.  It will also be documented. 
If it happens again, the parents will be notified and the matter will be turned over to administration. 

 

Other: I’m excited to have your son or daughter in class!!  Please notify me by email if you have any 
concerns or questions. Looking forward to a great semester! 
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